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A community school is not just another program being imposed on a 
school. It embodies a way of thinking and acting that recognizes the 
historic central role of schools in our communities — and the power 

of working together for a common good.

Educating our children, yes, but also strengthening our families and 
communities so that, in turn, they can help make our schools even 

stronger and our children even more successful.

-Ira Harkavy and Martin J. Blank
“A Vision of Learning That Goes Beyond Testing”

(Education Week, April 17, 2002) 



Section One:
Introduction to CLC Thinking

About CLCs



Community Learning Centres (CLCs), also known as community 
schools, are built around the concept of partnerships. They focus 
on strengthening relationships between schools, families, 
community organizations, and other stakeholders to improve 
educational outcomes and overall community well-being.

About CLCs



❏ Works with local service providers 

❏ Works with you! To integrate 

community-based resources 

❏ Participates in local and regional 

development tables 

❏ Secures grants to support CLC 

programming 

What Does a CDA Do?



LINK to YouTube replay of LEARN's Community Schools video 

About CLCs

https://youtu.be/bQkLTW5ZtKE


Section Two:
Building Relationships 

Leveraging local resources 
to meet the diverse needs 

of students, staff and families



Working with Partnerships

Strengthening the relationships 
between 
schools, 
families and 
community organizations 
is at the heart of a CLC.



A CLC is about Partnerships

We value:
❏ Family Engagement
❏ Lifelong Learning
❏ Environmental Sustainability and 

Stewardship
❏ Vibrant Communities
❏ Parent & Community Involvement
❏ Community Partnerships

We work with partners to offer:
❏ Academic Support
❏ Health & Wellness Programming
❏ Community Connected Learning
❏ Arts, Culture and Heritage 

Programming
❏ Social Services for Students and 

Families
❏ Extracurricular Activities





FAMILIES AND CLCS



Developing a Common Vision

What do you see as the needs of 
students, staff and families in our school?



Who is in Our Area?

❏ Non-profit organizations - various sectors 

❏ Municipalities - MRC

❏ Community green spaces

❏ Local Businesses

❏ Schools, CEGEPS & Universities

❏ Local media 

❏ Senior centres

❏ Notable community members



Section Three:

Call to Action

Teaching in a CLC school





How Teachers can work with the CLC

❏ Collaborate with the CDA 

❏ Project planning
❏ Identifying partners
❏ Identifying community needs
❏ Grant opportunities

❏ Integrate content experts as a teaching strategy to enhance the 

curriculum

❏ Teachers enable students to make meaningful contributions to 

their community



SCHOOL-COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

Building partnerships between schools and their community 

help students access resources and 

integrate real-world learning opportunities.



PEDAGOGICAL ENRICHMENT

Partnerships help students acquire

subject-specific, 

cross-curricular competencies 

and

broad areas of learning 

while meeting an 

authentic community need.

Image Source: Québec Education Program 

https://www.education.gouv.qc.ca/fileadmin/site_web/documents/PFEQ/educprg2001-010.pdf


CITIZENSHIP AND ENGAGEMENT IN COMMUNITY LIFE

Enable students to make 

meaningful contributions to 

their community to learn civic 

responsibility and strengthen 

communities.



Collaborative Approaches Working with Teachers

❏ Community Service Learning
❏ Community becomes a classroom 

learning resource
❏ Students apply what they learn in 

the classroom
❏ Students address authentic 

community issues

Examples:
❏ Community garden
❏ Intergenerational project

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7fylNZHzmFE


Section Four:

CLC Areas of Focus

Aligning Efforts



CLC Goals and Objectives this 2025-2026 School Year

CLC Area of Focus 1:
This year's objective:
Educational project:

CLC Area of Focus 2:
This year's objective:
Educational project:

CLC Area of Focus 3:
This year's objective:
Educational project:





List of Upcoming and Ongoing Project Opportunities

Example:

Example:

Example:



Where you can reach me:

Your Contact Information


